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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ASEAN, E, RP, US 

SUBJECT: US/ASEAN MINISTERIAL MEETING 

1 . ON EVENING JULY 17 GEBER REVIEWED WITHGOP COORDINATOR.O 
MRS. MANALO, PREPARATIONS FOR US/ASEAN MINISTERIAL MEET- 
ING. WE EMPHASIZED THAT IN OUR VIEW IT IS IN MUTUAL IN- 
TEREST TO HAVE A POSITIVE OUTCOME OF MEETING. WE STATED 
THAT WE FULLY RECOGNIZE ASEAN MINISTERS' DESIRE TO BE ABLE 
TO SHOW SOME CONCRETE RESULTS FROM THEMEETING AND WE BE- 
LIEVE THAT THIS CAN BE ACHIEVED. THESE MAY NOT BE VERY 
SPECTACULAR BUT HOPEFULLY SOLID AND USEFUL.MOST IMPORT 
ANTLY.WE HOPED MEETING WILL BE AN IMPORTANT EVENT IN A 
PROCESS OF EVOLVING. LONG-TERM COOPERATIVE RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN ASEAN AND U.S. MEETING SHOULD SET INTO MOTION 
MACHINERY THROUGH WHICH SUCH CLOSER COOPERATION CAN BE 
PRUSUED. WE HAD NO PROBLEM IN PERSUADING MRS. MANALO. 

SHE FREELY REVEALED THAT GOP PRESITIGE (SHARED WITH S INGA- 
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PORE) IS FULLY ENGAGED, AGAINST THE THREE DOUBTERS, IN 
WISHING FOR SUCCESS OF MEETING. 

2. ITEM BY ITEM REVIEW OF AGENDA AND SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
BROUGHT FORTH NO MAJOR ISSUES.MRS. MANALO WAS PLEASED 
THAT WE PROPOSED ASEAN TOLEAD OFF ON ITEM 5 (AS WELL AS 
6 AND 7). SHE EXPECTED THAT ASEAN SPOKESMAN WOULD RE- 
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VIEW BOTH POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS IN ASEAN 
REGION AND ASEAN EXPECTATION IS THAT SECRETARY WOULD ALSO 
REVIEW US POLITICAL RELATIONS WITH ASEAN AS WELL AS MAJOR 
US FOREIGN POLICY LINES RELEVANT TO REGION. 

3. ON REFUGEES ASEAN INTENDS TO PRESENT ITS CONCERN ON 
SIZE OF PROBLEM, POSSIBLY IN TERMS THAT WORLD MAY EVENTU- 
ALLY FACE ANOTHER PALESTINIAN SITUATION, AND URGE THE US 
TO DO MORE TO SOLVE IT. 

4. MRS. MANALO SOUGHT GUIDANCE ON HOW TO DEAL WITH CON- 
GRESSIONAL VISITS. WE SUGGESTED THAT ASEAN MINISTERS MAY 
WANT TO PRESENT ASEAN'S ACHIEVEMENTS .GOALS AND ASPIRA- 
TIONS AND ALSO WHAT IT WOULD LIKE TO HAVE FROM THE US IN 
ECONOMIC COOPERATION. WE COUNSELLED AGAINST OVERLY DE- 
MANDING OR STRRIDENT TONE BUT BELIEVED THAT A REAL DIA- 
LOGUE WITH MEMBERS OF CONGRESS ON ISSUES LIKE TRADE, 
COMMODITY POLICIES, INVESTMENT (TAX DEFERRAL WAS SPECIFI- 
CALLY ASKED BY MRS. MANALO), AND AID WOULD BE USEFUL. 

5. YAKI AND GEBER ANSWERED MRS. MANALO'S QUESTIONS RE 
PRESS BACKGROUNDER AND TV APPEARANCE OF MINISTERS. (MRS. 
MANALO CONFIRMED MINISTERS DESIRE RE LATTER AND OFFERED 
COOPERATION ON FORMER.) 

6. NEWLY APPOINTED ASEAN SECRETARY GENERAL DATUK ALI BIN 
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ABDULLAH AND MRS. RAZON HARESCO, ASEAN TEAM LEADER TO MTN 
WILL PARTICIPATE IN WASHINGTON MEETING AND SHOULD BE 
SEATED SEPARATELY FROM NATIONAL DELEGATIONS. 

7. DISCUSSION OF CULTURAL EXCHANGE PROGRAM WAS SENT 
SEPTEL. MURPHY 
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